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Dear Fafher,
Thie is my laef.lelter to you.l have been of,ruck by

a piece of ehell. My riqht ehoulder ie horribly mangled,
and I know my death is inevitable. With deaNh so near I

feel euch reqrel lhaf,I will leave my life far from home
and my friende of early youlh.Yef I have friende here
who are kind to me. My friend Fair-fax will wrile you al
my requesf. He will give you all the Vafiiculare of my
deaLh, My grave will be marked with a number so tha|
you can find me if you desire lo vieil me. Oive my love
No all my friende. Know fha| I will alwaye Nreaeure Lhoee
momenls when you awakened me al early morn lo walk
Nhe fields wif,h our dogo or to fish fhe sl,reame NhaI
moved Lhrouqh our land, With such anguieh I recall lhe
liqhL fog covering f,he ground, Thingo seemed eo qenNle
and beauliful fhen. When you hunf, and fish aqain on
euch morninge, Vleaoe Ihink of me. I am amazed when I

look down aT, my'body and eee how weak I have become,
My ef,renqlh io failing me, buf, my love for you io oLrong.
lxAay we meet in heaven wiNh Mof,her.
Your dying oon,

James Monf4omery
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Harper' e F erry, Virqinia
Ochober 2,1862
Dear MoNher,

I slill live.ln our reqimenl iL
thtnglike 45 killed, wounded, anffieri
very forAunate indeed. Had we beei expoeed like bolh the
69ih or 63rd,f,here would ecarcely be a man left rc r,ell
the tale. Dead men etrewn over Nhe bahllefielde by Nhe
hundreds while immenee numbers were movinq or being
removed to f,he hoepif,ale-boNh Union and Oeceeh.

With death so ctose,
a desire to retreat into
n'Lemory andfinaltg
express tuhat?

Keeping his motlrcr informed,
not realizing hott; trc is
Jrtghtenirg trcr uith his
matter - oJJact expre s sion of
death's omnipresence ...
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Jtstbejore
uthich battle?


